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History of Christianity, Part 1 (Jesus to Reformation) 
When we look at history, we have the benefit of seeing patterns and themes over a long period of time.  When 

we experience life, we experience, at best, a _______________ of history. 

1. Jesus & The Early Church (2/3 BC - 306 AD) 

a. Apostolic Church (30-100 AD) - the era of Christianity under the leadership of the    

(direct witnesses of Christ). 

b. Roman Empire: Do your thing, but don't get in my way, or become more     than me" 

c. Great Persecution (292-306 AD) 

i. Diocletian - Even though his wife was a    , he continued to persecute - 

the goal: total extinction! 

d. Unexpected martyrs & growth:  estimated     Christians were martyred & grow by as 

much as    per year! 

2. The Beginning of "Christendom" (306 - 410 AD) 

a. Roman Empire split into    &   . 

b. Constantine comes on the scene: 300 years of           Christianity. (313-600 AD) 

i. The Church became LESS Christian & MORE Roman, but little changes to doctrine/mission. 

c. Constantinople (330 AD) - Constantine created a "new Rome" & moved the    to 

Constantinople. 

d. Arian Controversy 

i. Arius taught that God was the Father only and that Jesus was a    of the 

Father. Some even went a step further to say the Son created the Holy Spirit. 

e. Councils - In order to come to an     on a theological matter, the church leaders 

would meet together to discuss the understanding and wording about the position. 

i. Council of Nicea - clearing working against Arius teaching. 

f. Fall of Rome - 410 AD 

3. Medieval Christianity (410 - 1517 AD) 

a. The fall of Rome helps mark the       towards an institutional church. 

b. Mohammed Influence (622-632 AD): 

i. This marked the beginning of Islam's     and fight with Rome and 

Rome's religious activities - Christianity. 

c. II Council of     (787 AD) - clearly standing against Islam... 

d. EAST-WEST Schsim (1054 AD) 

i. Eastern theology - roots in       . 

ii. Western theology - roots in       . 

e. Crusades ...unfortunately, this was all done in the name of God...when really, it was   

   during a time when the papacy had control over the state. 

f. Sale of Indulgences (1190 AD) - a way the church funded their projects in return for shorter time in 

    safe passage to    . 

g. Great Western Schism (1378-1417 AD) - 45 years - 2 & sometimes 3 would claim the      . 

4. Christianity Moving Abroad (1492 - 1767 AD) 

a. Two stories, two methods, two different results... 


