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Participants Guide - Week 4 

Wisdom & Speech 

His concern was ___________ in chapter 2 and ______________ in chapter 3. 

The Power of the Tongue 

It's ______________ to control the tongue - most can't do it well, thus many _____________ be teachers. 

"stumble" - meaning _____________ or sin, including any __________ sin, even if not intended. 

Example of ships: ___________ ships controlled by ____________ rudders during ______________ winds. 

______________ the mouth guides the whole body.  The tongue is the ___________ of our lives.   

If not careful, the ________________ issue can cause disastrous results. 

The tongue is ________________ to the unrighteousness of the world because we cannot tame or control it. 

We are on a journey towards being "perfect" and "complete" - the _____________ stands in the way. 

Question: Are we _____________ our Lord if we are  ________________ the people made in His image? 

Pure Speech Comes From Wisdom 

Connection to chapter 1: Do any of you lack/have ____________ ? 

Having wisdom should be seen by your actions - bitterness, jealousy, and ___________________ do not line 

 up with wisdom. 

"open to reason" - Wisdom isn't ___________ the answer, wisdom is the ability to ________________ the 

 answer.  

"A harvest of righteousness" - __________ which is pleasing to God, growing in the atmosphere of _________ 

Misuse of Speech 

"Passions/Desires" - gk has a _____________ connotation 

"Within you" - gk: referring to _____________ being individual or part of a group. 

"Spend" - gk: used negatively - They don't ask, because of their ____________ conflict with God's plan and the 

 kind of wisdom God wishes to give.  

The church commits ______________ when they reject the relationship they have with God. 

James gives a series of ____________ - Summit, resist the devil, draw near to God, and purity. 

HEART: God ______________ accepts those who ____________ to Him - a life with Him will lead to a 

 ____________ spiritual life. (4:4-10) 

A judge is not a ____________ - be more concerned about what __________ do rather than about what 

 others do. 

We are ultimately __________________ to the one who will ask us for an ________________.  

                                                                                   NEXT WEEK: An Exegesis of James 4:13-5:6 
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STRUCTURE OF JAMES1 

I. Address and Greeting 1:1 

II. Opening Statement 1:2-27 

1. First Segment: Testing, Wisdom, Poverty/Wealth 1:2-11 

a. Trails producing joy 1:2-4 

b. Wisdom through prayer 1:5-8 

c. Poverty and Wealth 1:9-11 

2. Second Segment: Testing, Speech, Generosity 1:12-25 

a. Testing producing blessedness 1:12-18 

b. Wisdom of speech 1:19-21 

c. Obedience requires generosity 1:22-25 

3. Summary and Transition 1:26-27 

III. The Three Themes Expanded 2:1-5:6 

1. Riches and Poverty 2:1-26 

a. Faith and Acts of Discrimination 2:1-13 

b. Faith and Deeds Together 2:14-26 

2. Wisdom and Speech 3:1-4:12 

a. The Power of the Tongue 3:1-12 

b. Pure speech comes from wisdom 3:13-18 

c. The Misuse of Speech in Quarrels and Slander 4:1-12 

3. Trials and Temptations 4:13-5:6 

a. Test of Wealth of God 4:13-17 

b. Warning and test to the Wealthy 5:1-6 

IV. Closing Review 5:7-18 

1. Endurance 5:7-11 

a. Patience during the Test 5:7-8 

b. Wisdom in Speech 5:9-10 

c. Wealth in God’s mercy 5:11 

2. Wisdom in Speech 5:12 

3. Be Generous and Faithful in Prayer 5:13-18 

V. Closing Encouragement 5:19-20 

 

                                                           
1
 Adopted and modified from: 

Moo, The Letter of James, 43-46.; Davids, The Epistle of James, 22-29.; and Blomberg et al., James, 23-27. 
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