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Introduction/Review 

• Practical book (Christian life) 

• James, younger brother of Jesus 

• Written very early 

• Written to early Jewish Christian Church 

• Persecution, economic problems, life issues 

• Letter persuading to do good 

• Repeating structure  

• Themes: trials/testing, wisdom/speech, rich/poor 
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Chapter 1 Review 

• Completeness is the result of trials 

• God gives us wisdom to get through life 

• Beware of wealth controlling you 

• Natural desire – sin – death 

• God’s provides everything good and perfect 

• Salvation is provided 

• Be wise – quick to listen, slow to speak 

• If you accept – be doers – salvation 

• Christian: speech, attitude, wealth, testing/trials 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS  
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Riches and Poverty 

• James is taking some of the principles of 
chapter one and giving us a specific situation – 
discrimination against the poor. 

• Poverty – poor – those who are not fully 
accepted 
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Faith & Acts of Discrimination 
Verse 1 

“My Brothers, show no partiality as you hold the 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory.” 

• Address, change of thought/new section 

• “Partiality” – to accept the face 

• Discrimination is inconsistent with true faith in 
Christ 

• “glory” – the Lord’s heavenly glory – particular 
interest in cases where humans are given this sort 
of glory.  

 Bethel Pentecostal Church 
Bay Roberts, NL 

Pastor Andrew Holm 



Faith & Acts of Discrimination 
Verses 2 - 4 

“For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes 
into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing 
also comes in, and if you pay attention to the one who 
wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good 
place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over 

there,” or Sit down at my feet,” have you not then 
made distinctions among yourselves and become 

judges with the evil thoughts?.” 
• assembly, gathering, or meeting place 
• “sit at my feet” – lower yourself to me… 
• “Among yourselves” // Theme: don’t have  a divided 

heart to God and neighbour (1:6-8) 
• Judging: Gk referring to judging with thoughts/heart Bethel Pentecostal Church 
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Faith & Acts of Discrimination 
Verse 5 

“Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen 
those who are poor in the world to be rich in 
faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has 

promised to those who love Him?” 
• Minor switch/more of an emphasis  
• Jesus 

– Lk 4:18 “to proclaim good news to the poor…liberty to the 
captives…sight to the blind…” 

– Lk 6:20, Mt 5:3 “Blessed are you poor, for yours is the 
kingdom of God” 

• Discrimination is wrong because: 
– Against God’s own attitude 
– Salvation is open to everyone – James is not excluding rich. 
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Faith & Acts of Discrimination 
Verses 6 - 7 

“But you have dishonored the poor man.  Are not 
the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones 
who drag you into court? Are they not the ones 
who blaspheme the honorable name by which 

you were called?” 

• God honors the poor, the Church dishonors the 
poor 

• James is NOT saying to stop being kind to the rich 

• Not to give undue respect at the expense of the 
poor. 
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Faith & Acts of Discrimination 
Verse 8 

“If you really fulfill the royal law according to the 
Scripture, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself,’ you are doing well.” 

• A “however” statement  

• “royal” law – taking precedence over all others 
/ belonging to the King 
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Faith & Acts of Discrimination 
Verse 9 

“But if you show partiality, you are committing 
sin and are convicted by the law as 

transgressors.” 

• Greatest law: love God, love man. 

• Transgressor – directly disobeys a positive 
command. 

• If there is partiality, there is law-breaking 

• Leads to conviction 
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Faith & Acts of Discrimination 
Verse 10 

“For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in 
one point has become accountable for all of 

it.” 

• Key: every law is important! 

• Jesus: “Anyone who breaks one of the least of 
these commandments and teaches others to 
do the same will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven.” Mt. 5:18-19 

• Grace still applies 
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Faith & Acts of Discrimination 
Verse 11 

“For he who said, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ also 
said, ‘Do not murder.’ If you do not commit 
adultery but do murder, you have become a 

transgressor of the law.” 

• The law is an indivisible unity 

– Not a series of individual commands 

– But an indivisible whole 

• not one without the other 
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Faith & Acts of Discrimination 
Verse 12-13 

“So speak and so act as those who are to be 
judged under the law of liberty.  For 

judgement is without mercy to one who has 
shown no mercy.  Mercy triumphs over 

judgment.” 

• speak and act – Gk continuing tense (“always 
be acting”) 

• Mercy – not just a concern, but reaching out 
to show love to others (acting) 
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Faith & Deeds Together 
Verse 14 

“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he 
has faith but does not have works?  Can that faith 

save him?.” 

• “My Brothers” – change of thought (but still 
connected) 

• “works” or “deeds” – James uses it generally 

• Faith can save 

• Faith without action cannot save  

• Key: Does faith even exist without action? 
Bethel Pentecostal Church 

Bay Roberts, NL 
Pastor Andrew Holm 



Faith & Deeds Together 
Verses 15-17 

“If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 
lacking in daily food, and one of you says to 
them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,’ 

without giving them the things needed for the 
body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, 

if it does not have works, is dead.” 

• “poorly” & “lacking” – (1:4-5) → God giving us 
what we need, now we help others. 

• “Go in peace, be warmed and filled” ?? 



Faith & Deeds Together 
Verse 18 

“But someone will say, ‘You have faith and I have 
works.’ Show me your faith apart from your 
works, and I will show you my faith by my 

works.” 

• Quotations marks 
– An ally who says the whole phrase 

– Someone questioning the reality of faith 

– Someone extending their position (most trans.) 

• Key: ‘I will show you my faith by my works’ 
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Faith & Deeds Together 
Verse 19 

“You believe that God is one; you do well. Even 
the demons believe – and shudder!.” 

• Step one – believing – good! 

• But the demons believe – and SHUDDER 

– Their actions don’t match their beliefs 

– We can verbally declare faith, but if we don’t 
show it, we too will shudder awaiting judgment. 
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Faith & Deeds Together 
Verse 20 

“Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, 
that faith apart from works is useless?.” 

• Do you need more evidence?  

• KEY: faith without “deeds” is useless… 
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Faith & Deeds Together 
Verses 21-23 

“Was not Abraham our father justified by works 
when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar?  

You see that faith was active along with his 
works, and faith was completed by his works; 

and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, 
‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 

him as righteousness’ – and he was called a 
friend of God.” 

• True life of faith = trust + action (works) 
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Faith & Deeds Together 
Verse 24 

“You see that a person is justified by works and not 
by faith alone.” 

• Faith referring to belief (relationship with God) 
• Jas. 2:24 verses Rom 3:28 

– “A person is justified by faith and not by works of the 
law 

• “Works” are a little different 
• “Justified” used a little differently than Paul 

– Paul: our initial relationship before God “being set 
right” 

– James: ultimate verdict at the last judgment 
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Faith & Deeds Together 
Verses 25-26 

“And in the same way was not also Rahab the 
prostitute justified by works when she received 
the messengers and sent them out by another 
way? For as the body apart from the spirit is 
dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.” 

• Joshua 2 (Rahab) 
– She was convinced of God’s glory and hid the spies of 

from Israel when the king was looking for them 

– Some scholars questioned why this example? Why a 
prostitute? – but, connection to the poor is clear! 
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Overview 

• A closer view of the poor 

• We cannot show partiality  

• God reaches out to the poor to lift them up, while 
humbling the rich – unity 

• We are all on the same page 

• Sin is sin – lowering someone is just as sinful as 
another issue 

• Reach out in love, if you don’t show your actions, 
your faith is dead 

• Can faith even exist outside of your actions? 
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Questions 

1. Thinking on your first experience of church.  
What did you experience? How did you feel? 
Were you treated with partiality?  Were you 
maybe the “rich person”? 
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Questions 

2. Faith and works.  If demons believe, but are 
outside of God’s glory, where do we find 
ourselves?  How do our actions play a part in 
our faith? 
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